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For Immediate Release: 
EIU GUEST LECTURER TO DISCUSS CHEMISTRY IN THE MOVIES 
CHARLESTON -- The public is invited to examine "The Serious and Delirious 
Use of Chemistry in Movies" at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 11, in Eastern Illinois 
University's Phipps Lecture Hall, located in the Physical Science Building. 
The presentation is being sponsored by Eastern's chemistry department and the 
East Central Illinois Section of the American Chemical Society. 
"The Serious and Delirious Use of Chemistry in Movies" will illustrate the 
mention of chemistry in popular films such as "It's a Wonderful Life," "The Graduate" 
and "1776." Movies that feature science, such as "Apollo 13," "Dante's Peak" and 
"Chain Reaction," contrasting the past and present, the real and the impossible and 
drama versus comedy, also will be featured. 
In addition, presenter John Fortman will have several live demonstrations that 
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are related to the movie scenes featured in the presentation. 
Ellen Keiter, chair of the chemistry department at Eastern, hopes the event will 
"not only be educational, but entertaining as well." She added that the presentation is 
"designed for a general audience," so both students and the public are invited for an 
evening of enjoyment and learning. Admission is free. 
Early arrivers are invited to a 7 p.m. reception in the foyer outside the lecture 
hall. 
Fortman comes to Eastern from Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, where 
he is a professor and associate chair of the Department of Chemistry. After receiving 
his B.S. in chemistry at the University of Dayton in 1961, he went on to get his Ph.D. in 
physical inorganic chemistry from the University of Notre Dame in 1965. 
Fortman's interests in chemistry are not confined to the college classroom. His 
presentation at Eastern will be one of many he gives to enthusiastic students and 
teachers around the country. He has been praised by high school educators for his 
published articles that use pictorial analogies, making chemistry easier for teachers to 
present to students. 
Fortman has received great recognition for his contributions to chemical 
education, being one of four professors to receive the Chemical Manufacturers' 
Association's Responsible Care National Catalyst Award for excellence in teaching in 
1998. 
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